
How to Avoid Plagiarism in Essay 
Writing 

  

Definition of plagiarism 

Plagiarism is presenting ideas, thoughts, and work of others as your own, without giving the due 
acknowledgment to the source of the work or the author. 

 

 

  

Plagiarism can also be the use of such material present in the open-source without acknowledgment. The 
material is free for you to use, it doesn’t mean that you can go on and present it as your own work.  

  

Types of Plagiarism 

To provide an essay writing service free of plagiarism, you will have to know the types: 

  

• Resubmitting another person’s written work. 

• Resubmitting your own work with a few tweaks made. 

• Creating work and passing it as your own, when it is knitted from various sources.  

• Not quoting text that was taken from a source as it is. 

• Failing to cite the source/s of the work.  

• Copying media files such as pictures and music without crediting the source. 

Why do people plagiarize 

• Lack of awareness about what plagiarism is 

• Out of pure dishonesty and intention to cheat 

• Lack of planning, procrastinating and mismanaging time 

• Little to no knowledge about summarizing and paraphrasing 
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• Lack of knowledge about proper citation 

• Consequences of plagiarism 

When you are found to have plagiarised in your assignment or your work, the consequences can range from 
a light censure to dire consequences, depending on the reason and the severity of plagiarism. You might be: 

  

• Made to redo your assignment  

• Made to leave the university or get expelled 

• Given an F with the mention of plagiarism the transcript 

• Getting another person to write my essay for you. 

  

How to Avoid Plagiarism 

Citing Sources Correctly 

When using a direct quote from a source, it is important to use its quotation marks. As a rule, no more than 
10% of your work should consist of a direct quotation. It’s best to paraphrase and summarize the original 
text in your own words instead of quoting the text.  

  

Citations can be within the text, in the footnotes, or at the end of the text. To cite properly it is important to 
use the citation formats allowed for the text by your instructor.  

Common Knowledge Doesn’t Require Citation 

Common knowledge is something that is generally known such as the temperature on the Sun’s surface is 
6400 Kelvins, or that China is the most populous country in the world.  

  

However, it should be noted that common knowledge may not be common across the disciplines.  

  

Paraphrasing 

A good way to paraphrase is to read the text and reproduce it in your own words; knowing the main theme 
or the central idea of the work will help you a lot in paraphrasing. 

  

However, paraphrasing, no matter how different from the original text,  shouldn’t give you permission to 
ignore the citation. You will still cite the work as the idea conveyed through your text is still the same. 

  

Summarizing 
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While paraphrasing doesn’t dramatically shorten or lengthen the original text, summarizing shortens the text 
significantly. The amount of the text shortened depends on the writer’s grasp of the subject. Despite your 
summarizing process to make the writing seem unique and different, it is necessary to cite the source. 

Before we start, an essay writer free of charge can help you write your first essay for you. Feel free to check 
that out. 

  

  

Note Taking practices 

While you research the topic, you are bound to take notes. Some will be a direct cut and paste of the 
original documents and some will be paraphrased. It is a good practice to keep track of the sources used. 
There is software available for you to keep track of your citations and compile a bibliography.  

  

While note-taking, you should specify that relations and the ideas that you have come up on your own. Your 
own ideas and text should always have precedent over all the other text.  
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